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The Board of Directors and Advisory Council are working on these key projects: 
 

1. Earlier this month we recognized the four-member Future Famers Class of 2022, and 
inducted the eight-member Bellwether Class of 2022 into the Hall of Fame for 
Healthcare Supply Chain Leadership after the 2022 Healthcare Supply Chain Leadership 
Forum and during the 15th Annual Bellwether League Foundation Induction & 
Recognition Event (BLFIRE15). Attendees unanimously welcomed the return to an in-
person, live event, from online virtual events during the last two years due to the 
pandemic and travel complications/restrictions. The BOD and AC thank all of those who 
attended, participated in and sponsored BLFIRE15 which incorporated some new 
elements among old favorites. Many enjoyed the refreshing change of pace at holding 
the event at Marquette University in Milwaukee, rather than at a hotel. BLF plans to 
continue holding its annual event at a collegiate/university setting. 

2. Currently, we are in the process of uploading videos of the Forum, the award/induction 
ceremony, and a 15th anniversary celebration as well as more than 100 photographs from 
the event. We will notify you once everything is loaded to the website.  

3. The Forum video leads off with a report from University of Michigan students who 
participated in Bellwether Philanthropy’s inaugural capstone project. The students are part 
of the Center for Healthcare Engineering and Patient Safety (CHEPS) at the College of 
Engineering, Supply Chain Services and Quality and partnered with Michigan Medicine to 
create and develop an “early warning system” on supply chain challenges. A panel 
discussion followed the student report that featured Bellwethers and Future Famers 
discussing the topic, “Healthcare Supply Chain Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: Timeless 
truths throughout technology, tradition, transactions and turmoil.” 
If you would like more information about how to support BLF’s Bellwether Philanthropy 
division, which oversees capstone projects, grants and scholarships, contact BLF 
headquarters via email at rickdanbarlow@bellwetherleague.org. 

4. Further, we are in the process of uploading fresh content for Edition 5 of Leaders & 
Luminaries. Among the topics: “What Will We See in Supply Chain’s Future State?,” “Most 

What’s happening with Bellwether League Foundation now 
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dangerous traits of supply chain leaders,” “What to do first when crisis strikes,” “What to 
achieve before retirement,” “How to lead … better” and a look back at those we’ve lost 
within the last 15 years as well as those who departed before BLF’s inception in 2007.  

5. Believe it or not, we’re also prepping for 2023, which includes planning for the Future 
Famers and Bellwether Classes of 2023 as well as next year’s Forum and BLFIRE16. It’s 
not too early to participate and support these projects now – including nominating 
candidates for Bellwether Honoree and Future Famer consideration, sponsoring BLF 
and/or sponsoring BLF events in 2023. 

6. We thank all the Sustaining and Event Sponsors that continue to support this 
organization and its mission and vision. Just as we did during BLFIRE15, we salute the 
five Sustaining Sponsors that have been with us faithfully and consistently since 
inception 15 years ago: Founding Sustaining Sponsors Owens & Minor, Premier and 
Vizient; Platinum Sustaining Sponsor Wingfoot Media and Silver Sustaining Sponsor 
Healthcare Purchasing News. 

7. Who are BLF’s Sustaining Sponsors? 

• Founding/Platinum: GHX, HealthTrust, Owens & Minor, Premier, Vizient, Wingfoot Media 

• Silver: ASP Global, BD, Capstone Health Alliance, GS1 US Healthcare, Healthcare 
Purchasing News (HPN), Healthcare Supply Chain Association (HSCA), Mayo Clinic, 
Medline Industries, Omnicell, Resource Optimization & Innovation (ROi) and STERIS IMS. 

• Bronze: Allina Health, Atrium Health, Froedtert Health, Geisinger Health, 
Northwestern Memorial HealthCare, Ochsner Health, Stanford Health Care and 
Texas Health Resources (THR) 

If you would like to join these dedicated and devoted organizations, contact BLF 
headquarters via email at rickdanbarlow@bellwetherleague.org. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Spotlight on … Your Organization? 
 

If you would like to participate in “Spotlight on …” as a Founding, Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze, 
Corporate, Event or Professional Sponsor and be seen in REMEMBER, contact Executive Director 
Rick Dana Barlow by email at rickdanabarlow@bellwetherleague.org. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Noteworthy news, reviews and views we’re reading from around the media world 
 

FORBES 
The Pandemic Has Changed The Supply Chain Management Profession Forever 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevebanker/2022/10/11/the-pandemic-has-changed-the-supply-
chain-management-profession-forever/ 
 

DESERET NEWS 
‘The future is here’: Intermountain launches drone delivery service, first of its kind in the West 
https://www.deseret.com/2022/10/4/23385813/drone-delivery-intermountain-healthcare-zipline-
utah-south-jordan 
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SUPPLY CHAIN DIVE 
4 ways collaboration helps build supply chain resiliency 
https://www.supplychaindive.com/news/4-ways-collaboration-helps-resilient-supply-chains/ 
 

TRANSPORT TOPICS 
Sustainability Becomes Increasingly Critical to Supply Chain Leaders 
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/sustainability-becomes-increasingly-critical-supply-chain-leaders 
 

MHI SOLUTIONS 
Moving to the Supply Chain Metaverse 
https://www.mhisolutionsmag.com/index.php/2022/06/12/moving-to-the-supply-chain-metaverse/ 
 

GLOBAL TRADE 
How Blockchain and AI Have Improved the World? 
https://www.globaltrademag.com/how-blockchain-and-ai-have-improved-the-world/ 
 

8 New Digital Technologies that are Transforming Supply Chain Operations 
https://www.globaltrademag.com/8-new-digital-technologies-that-are-transforming-supply-chain-
operations/ 
 

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT REVIEW 
Reducing supply chain disruption gets special attention 
https://www.scmr.com/article/reducing_supply_chain_disruption_gets_special_attention 

 

Promote your healthcare supply chain thought leadership and vision 
 

Be seen recognizing your customers via Sustaining, Event or Program 
Sponsorship or donation to a worthy cause! Opportunities include: 
 

 Healthcare Supply Chain Leadership Forum Beacon Awards 
 Leaders & Luminaries magazine Programming and Videography 
 Leaders & Luminaries podcasts and webcasts BLFIRE event program 
 Hall of Fame VIP Reception Kowalski Leadership & Succession Planning Survey 
 Hall of Fame Photography Session Bellwether Philanthropy capstone projects,  
 REMEMBER newsletter     grants and scholarships 
 Supply Chain Management Assessment Tool (SCMAT) 

 

Place yourself … in great company … with great companies … supporting a great mission. 
 

Rick Dana Barlow 
Co-Founder and Executive Director, Bellwether League Foundation 
Administrator, Hall of Fame for Healthcare Supply Chain Leadership 
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